
NEWSLETTER                                      January / February 2023 

 

 

https://t3.ftcdn.net/jpg/04/63/54/80/360_F_463548042_JMAqw2TyG6o9iDd91Cl6nrrfQYyGvnzv.jpg  

  
  
  
  

 
In the last week of January, we celebrated 

Catholic Schools Week with the theme 

‘Walking Together in Faith and Love’.  

It’s a week when we celebrate the joy of being in a Catholic 

school, whether as pupils or teachers.  

On the Wednesday, we celebrated ‘Grandparents’ Day’ and we 

reflected on the important role they play in our lives. It was 

fantastic to see so many Grandparents in the halla to mark this 

special day. We sincerely hope they enjoyed the songs, poetry 

and interviews provided by our very talented children.  

A big thanks also to the Parents Association who helped serve 

refreshments on the day. We are already looking forward to next 

year and having our Grandparents once again visit St. Attracta’s. 

 St. Attracta’s Senior School 
MEADOWBROOK - DUBLIN 16 

Scoil Shinsireach Naomh Athracht 
CLUAIN GHLAISE - ÁTH CLIATH 16 

 

This year we have a total of 69 children due to receive the sacrament of Confirmation in May. 

The Confirmation ceremonies will take place on the following dates and times:  
 

The Confirmation ceremonies will take place on the following dates and times: 

Ms. Leonard - Thursday 25th May, Church of St. John the Evangelist, Ballinteer at 5pm 

Mr. Walsh & Ms. McEvoy/Ms. McCann - Friday 26th May, Church of St. John the Evangelist, Ballinteer at 5pm 

Just as we teach children about road safety, fire safety, 

Hallowe’en safety etc., we also have a duty to keep our children 

safe online. To mark Internet Safety Day, Mr. Kenny arranged 

Internet Safety Talks for all pupils in our school. These were 

hugely beneficial and informative talks in which our children were 

informed of possible dangers online but also encouraged to keep 

safe online, be mindful of passwords and to be conscious of our 

digital footprint. 
  

We also had a Parents Information Evening on Wednesday 22nd 

February which was very well attended. The aim of Cybersafe 

Ireland and of St. Attracta’s SNS is that we want children to take 

advantage of all that the digital world has to offer in terms of 

education and enjoyment, but without putting themselves or 

others at risk.  
 

See www.cybersafeireland.org for tips on how to keep your 

children safe online. 

Every Wednesday between now and Easter 

from 8:30 – 8:50, why not join Mr. Kenny, Ms. 

Clifford and Mr. Maguire for a few moments 

of quiet reflection, prayer and music?  
 

This Lent the students will lead some lovely 

prayers, reflections and music aimed at 

young people - but all are welcome too, so 

why not row a little closer to Jesus by 

spending some time with him.  

 

Make it part of your Lenten resolution - 

looking forward to seeing you there! 
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Ms. Clifford’s 5th class participated in the Laudate Festival as part of Catholic 

Schools Week 2023.  

We learned 16 hymns, both contemporary and traditional, and joined with 10 

other schools to sing together on the evening of the 2nd February in the Church of 

the Holy Spirit, Greenhills.  

It was a great opportunity to showcase the hard work the children put into 

learning these songs and to come together with other schools along the theme 

of: Walking Together in Faith and Love. 

 

  

  
 

 
 

 

 

 

Inspired by a chapter in their Science book, 

Ms Ryan’s 3rd class created their own 

inventions. They came up with an idea, 

sketched it out, planned what recyclable 

items they would need to build a replica and 

then built it over a few days.  

They invited the other 3rd classes to come and 

see all the amazing inventions. Each child 

spoke brilliantly about their invention to the 

other children and to the teachers. This took 

many days of hard work across many 

subjects. The class really enjoyed this project 

activity.   

Our 6th Class Editors are finalising the latest edition of The Buzzy Bee. It will be published on our school website 

before the Easter holidays. Have a look at some of our editors working particularly hard in advance of our first 

publication.   

 

This photo shows some of Ms. Clifford’s class participating 

in a dance movement at the Laudate Festival. 

 

All children have been given this year’s Trócaire boxes. 

Many parents and teachers remember filling those 

Trócaire boxes when they were at school themselves. 

The purpose of these boxes is to give some of our loose 

coins to charity instead of to ourselves.  

Remember that boxes must be returned to school 

before the Easter Holidays. Check out Trócaire’s 

website to learn more: www.trocaire.com  

 

Cycling for 6th Classes took place in recent weeks and the 

children really enjoyed the experience.  

It is fantastic to see so many children across all classes 

cycling to school in the fine weather.  

Remember to wear a helmet and walk your bike through 

the school yard. 
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Congratulations to our former student, Cian O’ Connor, who played a key role 

in Kilmacud Croke’s recent Senior All-Ireland Club victory against Glen, Watty 

Grahams of Derry.  

Cian represented school teams during his time as a student in Saint Attracta’s and he kicked 

a crucial score in the final stages of a thrilling club final. 

Comhghairdeachas leis!  

 

 

 

 

On January 24th our four Olympic Handball Teams travelled to ALSA 

Stadium in Santry to compete in the Dublin Schools Finals. A great 

day was had by all and our four teams played in four very exciting 

matches before reaching the Finals. Our U- 11 Girls, U-11 Boys and 

U-13 Girls all got silver medals, being narrowly beaten in all three 

Finals and our U13 Boys finished in Fourth place after a very 

exciting semi-final.  

We are all now training hard for our next Blitz on April 26th. A huge 

thanks to all the teachers who train the teams every week,                 

S. McDonagh, Iníon Uí Lorcáin, O. Walsh, C. Leonard and A. O’Leary  

Last Wednesday our U13 Girls played St. Olaf’s Girls in BCS and big 

congrats to our girls again winning all four matches with a rematch 

happening in April. Many thanks to BCS again for kindly letting us 

use their Sports Hall. 

 

The Boys’ Senior Soccer Team began their season with a first round cup game at home to Drimnagh Castle. Having 

started well and taking the lead in the first few minutes, the boys got to half time a goal to the good. Up against a 

strong Drimnagh response in the second half they held out until a late equaliser brought the game to extra time. 

With the last kick of the game Drimnagh broke Attracta’s hearts with a well taken goal and advanced to the next 

round.  

Defeat in their first league game two weeks later to St. Joseph’s 

BNS Terenure, means the boys are still without a win in their first 

two games. Despite results going against them, the boys have many 

positives to take from both games. Their infectious team spirit, 

remarkable work ethic and desire to never give up will serve them 

in good stead. Ar aghaidh le chéíle!  

A special mention as well to all the boys from 5th and 6th class who 

took part in trials for the senior soccer team. Well done to you all.  

 



 

Our much-loved treasurer of the Board of 

Management, Brendan Donohue, recently celebrated 

75 years as a fanatical Manchester United supporter. 

Brendan began his obsession with Manchester United 

as a young boy following an FA Cup semi-final victory 

over Derby County on 13th March 1948.  

He continues to mesmerise us with his incredible 

recall of various matches over the years.  

We wish him many more years of enjoyment 

watching his beloved Red Devils! 

   

  

   

 

Well done to all the members of the Green School Committee who helped count all the coins collected for the Peter 

McVerry Trust Christmas Appeal 2022. We are glad to report that the school raised €453.00 that will go a long way 

to helping those less fortunate than ourselves.   

The school is still in the first year of a two-year programme working towards our 8th Green Flag, Global Citizenship 

– Marine Awareness. As well as working towards our next green flag, pupils from classes across the school took 

part in the 2023 Green Schools Water Poster Competition. Well done to all pupils who took part and best of luck to 

the pupils whose work was selected to enter the competition.   

There was a great turnout at Sunday Bingo last week. 

Many thanks to the Parents Association for all their hard 

work organising it!   

on Friday    10th March 

 


